TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES PLANNING COMMISSION

MAY 11, 2010

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Scott, King, Goossen, Spencer, Walworth, Tomlinson, Thompson

Absent:  None

Others:  Grobbel, Briggs

Audience:  6

1. Meeting convened at 7:32 PM.

2. Agenda content was approved.

3. Correspondence, etc.  There will be a seminar on “Farm Market GAAMP Training” by N.W. Michigan WORKS in Traverse City May 20, 2010 from 6-9 PM.  If interested, see Clerk to register.  Reminder there will be a Public Hearing at the Special Board Meeting on Thursday, May 13, 2010, 7 PM, to discuss Mr. Martel’s concerns with the PUD/PRD Ordinance amendments.

4. After motion by Walworth and seconded to approve minutes of February 9, 2010, the Commission unanimously agreed to correct the minutes of the January 12, 2010 meeting by adding the following language inadvertently omitted from that meeting’s minutes, as follows:  After discussion and a motion by Goossen, seconded by Tomlinson, the Commission unanimously agreed to correct the minutes of the January 12, 2010 meeting by adding the following language inadvertently omitted from that meeting’s minutes:  Add a new paragraph labeled 18.04 A (1) (m) as follows:  Identification of proposed uses that may generate noise which, because of its volume and/or frequency, results in unreasonable interference with the comfortable use and enjoyment of private property within or adjacent to the subject property, this to include a narrative that thoroughly describes how such identified uses will be effectively managed in order to eliminate the potential for any such unreasonable interference.    Modify current paragraph 18.07 A (4) by adding the following to the existing language:  Air pollution, vibration, and sounds emanating from a use shall not generate noise that, because of its volume or frequency, results in the unreasonable interference with the comfortable use and enjoyment of private property within or adjacent to the facility, nor violate other local, state or federal law or regulations.  Each PRD and PUD proposal shall state in writing how the provisions of paragraphs 15.09 A (4) and 15.09 A (5) are going to be met.  
5.  Motion by Tomlinson to approve minutes of April 13, 2010 as printed is seconded and passed 7-0.

6.  There were no concerns of the Public.

7.  Discussion of Medical Marijuana Dispensary.  Grobbel has provided the PC with 4 options to consider for an Ordinance in his memo dated April 22, 2010.  His first recommended option was for the Township to impose a moratorium on the issuance of permits or licenses or approvals for the sale or dispensation of medical marijuana, which the Township Board passed at its April 20, 2010 regular meeting.  All agree this is a controversial issue, legally, and we need to proceed with extreme caution.  It is felt that the intent of the law was for home use with a doctor’s prescription.  The PC would like to wait and see what surrounding townships will do, but all agree to do nothing is not a good thing to do.  It is decided to proceed with Option 2, to amend Chapter 5 Zones Language.  Grobbel suggests a sub-committee meet with Graham and come back next month with more information for the commission.  Spencer would like to see the meeting with Graham held publicly.  The final decision is for Grobbel and Scott to meet with Graham for his input.
8.  Wind Energy Ordinance.  Grobbel presents the PC with a Draft Small WECS Ordinance, dated April 13, 2010 for their consideration.  This ordinance is for small units, designed for homes.  Larger units for commercial use will also need to be considered when creating an ordinance.  Grobbel asks PC to look it over, come up with questions, think about which districts this would fit into, such as Ag and Timber and come back to discuss at next month’s meeting.
9.  Concerns of the Public.  1.  Tim Boyko introduces himself as Republican candidate for 105th District House Rep.  2.  John Russell introduces himself to the PC.  He has submitted  a bid to purchase the Eastport Township Hall property.  He would like to put in a restaurant for ice cream, candy, sandwiches, baked goods, etc. and also do boat repair in the adjacent buildings.
10.  There were no concerns of the Commission

11.  With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary.

